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This is a study in the philosophy of social science It takes the form of a comparative critique of three contemporary 
approaches ordinary language philosophy hermeneutics and critical theory represented here respectively by Ludwig 
Wittgenstein Paul Ricoeur and J uuml rgen Habermas Part I is devoted to an exposition of these authors views and of 
the traditions to which they belong Its unifying thread is their common concern with language a concern which 
nonethele John B Thompson has made an invaluable contribution to current debate in the philosophy of the human 
sciences Dr Thompson not only provides a lucid account of three partly convergent ways of treating the relationship 
between language action and the worl 
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