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Tracing the complex yet intimate relationship between a present day national obsession with childhood and a colonial 
past with which Australia as a nation has not adequately come to terms Young and Free draws on philosophy literature 
film and testimony The result is a demonstration of how anxiety about childhood has become a screen for more 
fundamental and intractable issues that vex Australian social a This new book by Joanne Faulkner is a welcome 
attempt to map the longstanding obsession with childhood and a colonial past that still discomforts many and to 
unravel the links between the two hellip It is well written and engaging and will be re 
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