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Television news is frequently disparaged by thoughtful commentators for its preoccupation with drama and spectacle 
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at the expense of serious in depth engagement with the critical issues it covers Whilst insisting these charges possess 
more than a small dose of truth Rob Stones argues for more emphasis to be placed on strengthening the capacities of 
audiences Drawing from major traditions in social thought and on academic media analysis Stones provides the conce 
ldquo This is a fascinating book that operates at three levels First it is a study of the social construction of news and 
current affairs Secondly it uses social theory to help us understand how the debasement of news and current affairs can 
be corrected 
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