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Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness explores the novel rsquo s participation in eighteenth century ldquo inquiries 
after happiness rdquo an ancient ethical project that acquired new urgency with the rise of subjective models of 
wellbeing in early modern and Enlightenment Europe Combining archival research on treatises on happiness with 
illuminating readings of Samuel Johnson Laurence Sterne Denis Diderot Jean Norton s book is an excellent read and 
an important study of new constructions of happiness in the 18th century During the Enlightenment Norton shows 
happiness became desynonymized with virtue in philosophy and literature happiness and associa 
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