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Although philosophy of childhood has always played some part in philosophical discourse its emergence as a field of 
postmodern theory follows the rise in the late nineteenth century of psychoanalysis for which childhood is a key 
signifier Then in the mid twentieth century Philipe Aries rsquo s seminal Centuries of Childhood introduced the 
master concept of childhood For too long conceptions of childhood have been in thrall to linear teleological normative 
developmental notions of child growth Educational prescriptions are often built on this narrow epistemological 
foundation furth 
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