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Many historians consider the Peace of Westphalia which ended the Thirty Years War in 1648 to mark a watershed in 
European international relations It is generally agreed that Westphalia brought to an end more than a century of 
religious conflicts and marked the beginning of a new era in which secular power politics was the prime motivating 
factor in international relations and warfare The purpose of this volume is to question this assumption and 
reconceptualise the r This volume of essays contains much that is of interest and showcases a wide range of 
methodological thematic and geographical approaches It suggests the formation of a new historiographical consensus 
and provides a springboard for further discussi 
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