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In this ground breaking book Stephen C Ferguson addresses a seminal question that is too often ignored What should 
be the philosophical basis for African American studies The volume explores philosophical issues and problems in 
their relationship to Black studies Ferguson shows that philosophy is not a sterile intellectual pursuit but a critical tool 
to gathering knowledge about the Black experience nbsp Cultural idealism in various forms has becom uson s erudite 
work is the definitive clarification of the dialogic The Challenge of Blackness Ferguson s epistemological tour de 
force critique of Afrocentrism will challenge its proponents to deeply rethink a flawed ahistorical paradigm Brillia 
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