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There are two common ways of writing about Africa says C eacute lestin Monga One way blames Africa rsquo s ills 
on the continent rsquo s history of exploitation and oppression The other way blames Africans themselves for failing 
to rise above poisonous national prejudices and resentments But patronizing caricatures that reduce Africans to either 
victims or slackers do not get us very far in understanding the complexities and paradoxes of Africa today A sear This 
book is like a kaleidoscope where the mobile fragments of colored glass are the many often rare pieces of African 
reality sensibility and imagination Robert Maggiori Lib eacute ration A terrific meditation on contemporary Afric 
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