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that any one human being could master the vast range of material covered in this book and I m sure that specialists in 
all the philosophers and writers would quarrel with Seigel s interpretations in whole or in part This would especially 
be true of his take down of Derrida But as someone who has studie What is the self The question has preoccupied 
people in many times and places but nowhere more than in the modern West where it has spawned debates that still 
resound today Jerrold Seigel combines theoretical and contextual approaches to explore the ways key figures have 
understood whether and how far individuals can achieve coherence and consistency in the face of inner tensions and 
external pressures Clarifying that recent post modernist accounts belong firmly t The Idea of the Self is quite simply 
the most important and convincing book about Western thinking about the self that I have encountered The 
scholarship is both deep and sweeping Seigel s readings of a wide variety of texts over more than three centuries a 
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