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6 of 6 review helpful A classic study By Niklas Anderberg Judith N Shklar s classic study was first published in 1969 
and reissued in 1985 This paperback version is from 2009 Included is Shklar s preface from the 1985 edition and no 
further changes are made It is widely regarded as one of the finest studies of Rousseau And rightly so In eminently 
readable prose and with a minimum of academic jargon Shklar guides us t This book first published in 1969 is widely 
regarded as one of the best studies of Rousseau s thought in any language In it Professor Shklar examines Rousseau s 
central concern given that modern civilisation is intolerable and a return to the state of nature impossible how is man 
to arrange his existence in society Shklar organises the study around Rousseau s two conceptions of Utopia the Spartan 
city and the autonomous family group She emphasises the importance both original and stimulating solidly 
constructed and marked by a truly impressive grasp of Rousseau s elusive thought The excellence of this book is 
undeniable deserves the widest possible attention The American Historical 
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