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30 of 32 review helpful A mild disappointment By J Marlin I was looking forward to reading this due to Marjorie 
Garber s well deserved reputation as a practical critic particularly of Shakespeare This book however fails to make the 
leap from thoughtful considerations of individual works to larger issues in literary theory I found little almost nothing 
new conceptually in the book it was largely a restatement of id In this deep and engaging meditation on the usefulness 
and uselessness of reading in the digital age Harvard English professor Marjorie Garber aims to reclaim ldquo 
literature rdquo from the periphery of our personal educational and professional lives and restore it to the center as a 
radical way of thinking nbsp But what is literature anyway how has it been understood over time and what is its 
relevance for us today Who gets to decide what the word From Publishers Weekly Starred Harvard English professor 
Garber Patronizing the Arts leads an expedition through the archives of literature rejecting expansion of the term s 
meaning to include all printed material or just about anything professional or res 
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