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13 of 13 review helpful Memory is not always desirable By MxMz Slow ponderous read but worth the effort Reiff s 
arguments are deliberate thoughtful and cautious He often makes a considerable effort to make an argument and just as 
he has convinced you of his premise he puts forth an antithesis to that very premise and makes a counter argument 
This is one reason I enjoy his works as difficult as they are because at A leading contrarian thinker explores the ethical 
paradox at the heart of history s wounds The conventional wisdom about historical memory is summed up in George 
Santayana rsquo s celebrated phrase ldquo Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it rdquo 
Today the consensus that it is moral to remember immoral to forget is nearly absolute And yet is this right David Rieff 
an independent writer who has reporte ldquo This controversial book is a must read for anyone concerned with ethics 
politics and the human situation today nbsp Drawing on his experience as a war correspondent and bringing to bear an 
impressive grasp of history David Rieff explores the ro 
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