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City and regional planners talk constantly about the things of the world mdash from highway interchanges and 
retention ponds to zoning documents and conference rooms mdash yet most seem to have a poor understanding of the 
materiality of the world in which they rsquo re immersed Too often planners treat built forms weather patterns plants 
animals or regulatory technologies as passively awaiting commands rather than actively involved in the workings of 
cities and 
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