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In this comparative anthropological analysis Louis Dumont illuminates German and French ideology European culture 
and cultural interaction His analysis of texts by Troeltsch Thomas Mann Goethe and others against the background of 
previously gathered evidence and of French common notions specify the differences mdash otherwise frequently but 
vaguely alluded to mdash between French and German cultures Anyone interested in the fate of national ideology 
From Publishers Weekly A will to dominate the world has been central to Germans conception of the nation state ever 
since Prussian unification in the late 19th century asserts Dumont in this unsettling rich demanding profound study 
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