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These critical essays on J uuml rgen Habermas s major contribution to sociological theory The Theory of 
Communicative Action provide an indispensable guide for anyone trying to grasp that large difficult and important 
work The editors introduction traces the history of the reception of the work and identifies the main themes on which 
discussion has focused a concept of communicative rationality a theory of action based on distinguishing commun 
Habermas s monumental Theory of Communicative Action considered by many the summa of his remarkable career 
engendered an intense international debate Many of the most trenchant contributions have been judiciously assembled 
by Axel Honn 
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