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is that it has no core theory This doesn t prevent applied sociologists from doing very good work based on what is 
called middle level theory But what one learns in graduate school is parade of sociological gurus such as Pareto 
Simmel Weber Durkheim Parsons Homans Goffman Garfinkle Schutz and Analytical sociology is a strategy for 
understanding the social world It is concerned with explaining important social facts such as network structures 
patterns of residential segregation typical beliefs cultural tastes and common ways of acting It explains such facts not 
merely by relating them to other social facts but by detailing in clear and precise ways the mechanisms through which 
the social facts were brought about Making sense of the relationship between A fundamental reformulation of 
sociology with profound implications across the social sciences Joshua M Epstein Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Johns Hopkins University author of Generative Social Science This formidable volume puts on dis 
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