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This is the first attempt to provide an in depth moral assessment of the heart of the modern human rights enterprise the 
system of international legal human rights It is international human rights law not any philosophical theory of moral 
human rights or any folk conception of moral human rights that serves as the lingua franca of modern human rights 
practice Yet contemporary philosophers have had little to say about international legal human rights They have ten 
Buchanan s The Heart of Human Rights is a valuable contribution moving beyond the debate between the political and 
the orthodox conception and inviting philosophers to engage with the task of justifying human rights law We should 
accept his invitation his 
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