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0 of 0 review helpful Solid interesting collection but pick and choose what you want to read of it By David H 
Eisenberg Imagine you are getting a cup of coffee in the morning and an older gentleman well dressed and spoken 
asks if he can join you He inquires about the book you are reading and is soon giving you a very clever take on it You 
have a good time and even tell others about the interesting old fellow you me Throughout his career Jacques Barzun 
author of the New York Times bestseller and National Book Award Finalist From Dawn to Decadence has always 
been known as a witty and graceful essayist one who combines a depth of knowledge and a rare facility with words 
Now Michael Murray has carefully selected eighty of Barzun s most inventive accomplished and insightful essays and 
compiled them in one impressive volume With subjects ranging from hi From Publishers Weekly H Beginning with 
Barzun s fearless argument for the centrality of race in Western consciousness in his 1937 essay Race Fact or Fiction 
and concluding with several selections from 2000 s epic bestseller From Dawn to Decadence this is 
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